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Franklin saw the full perils of this situation, and at
a meeting of representatives in Albany in 1754 he pro-
posed a plan of union. He suggested that the thirteen
colonies should be united under a single governor or
president-general assisted by a council of representa-
tives elected by the colonial assemblies or legislatures.
This plan was called the Albany Plan, and proved
Franklin to be a far-sighted statesman, but neither the
British government nor the colonies would agree to it,
and so the matter was dropped.

Meanwhile, the first shots of the war foreseen by
Franklin had already been fired. On May 28, at a place
called Great Meadows, a small force of militiamen
under Colonel Washington had met and defeated a
French detachment, and the following year General
Braddock and a British army arrived in Virginia to
assist the colonists in their fight against the foe. Like
most British wars this one began badly, and General
Braddock was killed and his army disastrously defeated
in an attack on Fort Duquesne on the Ohio. This de-
feat left the north-western frontier of Pennsylvania open
to attack, and 1756 found Franklin for a time trans-
formed into a soldier, and out in the wilderness super-
intending the building of blockhouses, and raising
troops* to guard the colony against the French and their
Indian allies.

Franklin did not remain a soldier long. Soon he was
back in Philadelphia, and in 1757 he was sent to Eng-
land carrying a petition to the King regarding the rights
of Pennsylvania. While there he met the great Eng-
lish statesman, William Pitt. It is said that he urged